New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 27

Number 2

Article 2

4-1-1952

Albert Franklin Banta: Arizona Pioneer
Frank D. Reeve

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
Reeve, Frank D.. "Albert Franklin Banta: Arizona Pioneer." New Mexico Historical Review 27, 2 (1952).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol27/iss2/2

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact amywinter@unm.edu, lsloane@salud.unm.edu, sarahrk@unm.edu.

I

,

,

ALBERT FRANKLIN BANTA

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL
REVIEW
VOL. XXVII

APRIL, 1952

NO.2

ALBERT FRANKLIN BANTA: ARIZONA PIONEER

Edited by

FRANK

D.

REEVE

Introduction
NeE A person has become acquainted with the life and
. ad·ventures of Albert Franklin Banta, an unforgettable
character has been added to the rostrum of pioneers who
helped to lay the foundations of the western United States.
Born in Indiana on December 18, 1843, he spent the bulk of
his adult years in watching and creating the history of ArIzona in the transition period between the horse-and-buggy
days and the age of the automobile. He arrived in the Territory in 1863, the year of its creation, and remained there
until his death except for a few brief excursions beyond i'ts
borders.
'
The western people who lived in the days of Andrew
Jackson talked and acted in the belief that any citizen of
sound :mind was competent to participate in the affairs of
the community and state. Formal education was not essen:'
tial. Common sense, courage, initiative, and the respect of
his fellow men were the basic prerequisites. This attitude
and spirit lived on into the declining years of the century.
Banta was i'ts personification in his own lifetime.
With scanty formal education, this frontiersman turned
to books when opportunity offered in order to broaden his
knowledge, and he did quite ,,:ell in that respect. Initiative
he possessed without doubt, and courage was a characteristic displayed on more than one occasion. The respect of his
associates he won and merited time and again; it is so
revealed in his own writings, perhaps a bit boastfully, and
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attested by others who have also left their thoughts in'
recorded form.
The one quality lacking in this pioneer that led some men
to bury their rqots deep in a given community was steadfastness. Banta was an activist. He was intellectually curious, adventurous by nature, and a rolling stone by inclination-whether the latter was an inherited or acquired
characteristic cannot be said with certainty until the basic
secrets of human behavior have been discovered by scientists. He did come of a long line of Americans whose roots
reach back to the Netherlands in the seventeenth century,
and he was only one of several members of the family to
leave'their birthplace for other parts. However, rolling
stone though he was, a little moss did cling to him in the
course of time. The details can be found in his own words.
The manuscript of Banta's memoirs is housed in the
Sharlot Hall Museum, Prescott, Arizona. How it came to be
there is not known to the present Director of that institution. Sharlot Hall may have been responsible. It is in typewritten form and was written by Banta himself in the late
years of his life, or about 1918. He held a key to the office of
the Prescott Evening Courier 1 where he spent many a
Sunday and an evening when living in the Pioneer Home at
Prescott. It is reasonable to assume that it was during those
hours that he occupjed himself with the story of his life.
The manuscript is typewritten, single spaced, marked
with quite a number of corrections made by the typewriter
and an occasional penciled notation, and is the original copy
-not a carbon. It was done from memory so far as I know,
especially the period before 1900 due to the fact that his
newspaper business and records were destroyed by a great
fire that gutted the downtown business district in that year.
Banta .was equal to the task of recording his experiences
from memory late in life. He himself states that he was
seventy-five years old at the time of writing, and for a person of that age to recollect wIth accuracy the happenings of
years past is often difficult; but a check of the manuscript
against a variety of contemporary sources for the history of
1.

Prescott Evening Courier, June 23, 1924 (Editorial)
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Arizona reveals a high degree of accuracy in regard to
names and events. Furthermore, at the time of his death,
there is first-hand testimony that "His mind was as clear
almost as a man in his prime."2
The one part of his life that he gives no direct information about was the matter of marriage. But there was a
Mrs. Banta and a daughter Mildred. The mother taught
school at Pinedale in the year 1898, but whether before
and after that date there is no information at hand. Daughter Mildred is known only in one newspaper item. 3
For access to the manuscript and for additional help
from time to time, I am indebted to Mrs. Eva (A. H.)
Favour of Prescott, staunch supporter of the Sharlot Hall
Museum. Mrs. Favour is an excellent example of a civicminded citizen who devotes time to the promotion of worthwhile community affairs. The Sharlot Hall Museum has been
her especial interest. A variety of· historical material is
housed there, and more than one student of history has
profited thereby.
The manuscript is here printed without change except
in certain respects that were considered advisable. For in- .
stance, the capitalization and punctuation which followed
no discernible form have been tampered with, and paragraph indentations added to ease the path of the reader,
although the story itself is engrossing enough to make the
latter change only helpful, not essential. As for spelling, the
words are left as written except for obvious typographical
errors. In the footnotes, a reference is cited in full when
first used; thereafter it is cited in abbreviated form. In
place of op. cit. I have preferred to use when possible a
footnote number for cross reference.
Lest the reader be momentarily puzzled, I mention at
this point that Banta for a numer of years went by the name
of Charles A. Franklin. The fact is explained in a footnote
to the text. I have no reason to believe that it was a discreditable matter. On the contrary, his character was fundamentally admirable. Long before the time of his death,
2. Ibid.
3. Flagstaff Sun--DemocTCLt, August 26, 1897; Journal-Miner, October 4, 1897; The
Argus (Holbrook), March 3, 1898.
.
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he had earned the respect of his contemporaries to such an
extent that there could be no doubt about his place in their
hearts and minds. As was written, "There was a pride about
this fine character that was beautiful to see. He asked no
odds of anyone, and his independence was so marked that
only those closest to him would think of giving him financial
aid when his purse ran low. He paid his debts, kept his word,
and was honest and true."4
Banta entered the Arizona Pioneer Home at Prescott in
1916, but he was still active enough to venture forth for an
occasional trip and to busy himself in the office of the newspaper. He passed away June 21, 1924,5 at the age of eightyone. Only a short time before, Judge Wells of Prescott had
spoken of Banta at a meeting of the Boy Scouts as one of
the scouts and guides who had· accompanied the pioneer
expedition that laid out the first capital of the Territory and
instituted civil government: "He is the last one," the
speaker said, "and you can see him about town with his cane,
with his clear and fearless eyes turned toward the distant
hills, silent, lonely, and waiting-waiting for the last ca11."6
Lonely he might have been, but if so, he had many recollections to enrich his thoughts during the last years. The
variety of his experiences was more than ordinary. His contribution to the history of Arizona is obvious. In fact, it is
probable that several tid-bits of history can be found nowhere else than in his memoirs. But for character, experience, and commonwealth building, let Banta's own story be
the proof.

Banta's Memoirs
WAS born in Warrick county, Indiana, Dec~mber 18,
1843, and at this writing am seventy-five years of age.
For generations the Bantas have been pioneers; first o~
Kentucky, then of Wisconsin, and lastly of Arizona in the
person of the writer, who came to the Territory of Arizona
in 1863. My parents, being pioneers by heredity, migrated

I

4.
5.
6.

Prescott Evening Courier, June 23, 1924 (Editorial)
Ibid.
Ibid.
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to the Territory of Wisconsin in 1846. In those days there
were many Indians in the Territory, mostly Chippeways and
Kickapoos, the last named had their habitat in the country
between the Wisconsin and the.Kickapoo rivers. The battle
of Bad Ax,1 however, broke the war spirit of those Indians.
My father went into the pine forests of the East fork of the
Kickapoo river where he engaged in the lumber-logging business; the logs were cut during winter, hauled to the banks of
the river, and in the spring, during the flood season, were
drifted down the Kickapoo to its junction with the Wisconsin, where a boom was put in and the logs were rafted and
then floated down the Wisconsin to the Mississippi, and
thence to St. Louis or other points. Brought up in the woods,
I had no opportunity to attend any schools, and the little I
received was in little log cabins having puncheon floors and
slab seats; these school cabins were in the woods, but were
centrally located, I suppose. The totality of my schooling
consisted of twelve months, three months in each year, and
the last .three months of school I was ele';'"en years old; since
which time I never saw the inside of a school-house, as a
pupil, to the present day. However, and notwithstanding
my lack of "shoolin," I have graduated plenty in the "High
School of Experience."
I have followed almost every occupation under the sun,
from bull-whacking and mule-skinning down to politics, with
. one notable exception, stage robbing. All those well acquainted with me will say that I possess all the necessary
qualifications of the· Knight of the Road; nevertheless, that
particular line of endeavor never appealed to me; yet, I
actually engaged in politics without going to the penitentiary
-lucky me. My first step in politics was that of Constable
at Wickenburg in 1869, A. H. Peeples, Justice of the Peace.
This office not paying enough to set me up in the banking
.
1. The Battle of Bad Ax occurred near a stream of that name where it empties
into the Mississippi river in the state of Wisconsin. The fight was the culmination of
the last struggle of the Sauk and Fox Indians under Chief Black Hawk to retain a
foothold in their ancestral lands east of the river. For several accounts by participants
in the campaign, see State Historical ·Society of Wisconsin, Collections, 10 :150-230
(Madison, 1888)
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business, I quit it and began work for Uncle Sam as guide
and scout for the military at Fort Whipple. 2 Next job was
Inspector of Customs in the Custom House at Tucson.s In
1872 General O. O. Howard 4 established the Indian Reservations, and the newly appointed agent for the White
Mountain Agency sent for me to take charge of the Indian
supplies at Fort Apache. 5 I quit the Custom House and
hiked for that Post. My next job was Deputy Sheriff of
Pima county. While in this position I made a trip into
Sonora with requisition papers upon the Governor of that
state for the extradition of murderers; Don Pancho Serna 6
2. The discovery of gold in the region of Prescott, Arizona,' led to the establishment of Fort Whipple near Postle's ranch, twenty-four miles north of Prescott, December, 1863. The location' was changed to the left bank of Granite Creek, one mile
northeast of Prescott, May 18, 1864. Named in honor of Major General A. W. Whipple.
the reservation was transferred to the Secretary of the Treasury for use in the Public
Health. Service in 1922. General George Crook: Autobiogra-phy, edited by Martin F.
Schmitt. P. 173 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1946) For further details
see General Land Office, Report, June 30, 1876, p. 19 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1876) Surveyor General of New Mexico, Annua-l Report, August 81, 1880, p.
450 (46 cong.• 8 sess., hse. ex. doc. I, pt. 5., vol. 1). General James H. Carleton's
correspondence relative to the gold discovery and the need for a post has been printed
in Thomas Edwin Farish, History of Arizonll-. 3 :4-23 (Phoenix, Arizona, 1916). The
Journal of the Walker party that opened the Prescott gold minipg development has
been published: The Arizona Statewide Archival and Records Project, Journal of the
Pioneer a-nd Walker Mining Districts (Phoenix, Arizona, 1941)
3. I have not been able to verify this statement concerning employment.
4. General O. O. Howard's part in promoting the peace policy of President Grant
in the early 1870's can be read in R. H. Ogle, "Federal Control of the Western Apaches,
1846-1888," New Mexico Historical Review, 15. :40-71; also published as vol. 9, Historical Society of New Mexico, Publications in History (1940)
General Howard's' visit with Chief Cochise in the latter's stronghold. in the
Dragoon Mountain" was engineered by Thomas J. Jeffords, a close friend of the Indian,
whose career is the basis of the historical novel, Blood Brother. by Elliott Arnold· (New
York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1947) See Note 103.
5. Fort Apache was located on the south bank of the east fork of the White
Mountain river. It was selected as a> camp site by Major John Green, commanding
officer of Camp Goodwin. The latter post was broken up because of the high incidence
of malaria and Fort Apache was established as a temporary camp in 1870. In 1878
it was made a permanent station, successively named Camp Ord, Mogollon, Thomas.
and finally Apache. The post was abandoned in 1924 and turned over to the Indian
Bervice for school purposes. Crook, Autobiogra-phy, p. 165. For additional details see
Richard J. Hinton, The Ha-nd-Book to Arizona, pp. 308ff (San Francisco and New
York, 1878) Surveyor General of New Mexico Annua-l Report, p. 449 op. cit., Secretary of War, Annua-l Report. p. 189 (Washington, 1889) Ibid., p. 373 (Washington, 1893)
Hinton was probably a newspaper man. He drew his information from a varied
bibliography, "Verified by actual observation and examination."
6. Pancho Serna. or Francisco Serna, was a participant in the political dis..
turbances in Sonora, Mexico, during the 1870·s. He became governor in 1876 and again
in 1879. H. H. Bancroft, History of the North Mexican States a-nd TexM, 2 :702 (San
Francisco, 1889) Further details can be found in Don Ram6n Corral, El Genera-! Ignacio Pesqueira: Resena- Hist6riCG d~l Estado de Sonora, pp. 105ff (Hermosillo, 1900)
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was Governor at the time. At this time Bill Brazelton was
making it interesting for the stage coaches, but more so to
the passengers who joyfully threw up their hands at the
polite invitation of Bill. The honorable Bill was a great
big, good natured fellow; and, except when on business, as
harmless· as any man could be.
My next move was up to the northeastern part of Yavapai county where I went to look after election matters for
"Steve," 7 who was a candidate for re-election to Congress.
While up there was elected Justice of the Peace; this office
I held for several terms, the first term by appointment in
1876. The session of 1879 created Apache county,S and provided for a special election to be holden on the first Monday
in June, same year. At this election I was elected District
Attorney for the balance of '79 and '80. At the fall election
of '80 was elected Probate Judge; this office I filled for two
years and one month. At the election of 1882 was elected
to the Legislature-lower house-known as the Twelfth
Session. 9 In the meantime also served as Deputy Assessor
and collector of taxes. My time expiring with '84, I was
laid upon the shelf until the election of 1888, when I was
again elected District Attorney for the years '89 and '90.
Going out of office again, I engaged in the business of brok,.
[er]age and exchange, and incidentally doing a little banking business. However, the election of Grover [Cleveland]
in 1892, put the kybosh on our little scheme of bankingeverything went to the "demnition bow-wows." I had been
an ardent supporter of Grover, and to be so grossly treated
by my friend must have made me a bit "nutty," as soon there7. "Steve" was probably Hiram S. Stevens who was elected Territorial Delegate
in 1874 and 1876. 8th and 9th Legislative Assembly, Acts and Resolutions (Tucson, 1875
and 1877) He also served in the 5th, 6th, and 7th Legislative Assembly. Joseph Fish.
ManlUlcript. 3 :551. George H. Kelly (State Historian), Arizona 1864-191~: Legislative·
HiBtOTU (1926)
The Fish Manuscript. in three parts, is housed in the State Department of Library
and Archives, Phoenix, Arizona. The author brings his story down to 1905. He secured
some information at first hand and relies on early histories of Arizona.
8. The 10th Legislative Assembly, meeting at Prescott in January, 1879. created
Apache County. Solomon Barth and A. F. Banta .were active in securing passage of
the legislative act. Kelly. Arizona, p. 83. 10th Legislative Assembly, Acts and Resolutions (Prescott, 1879)
9. Banta is recorded as C. A. Franklin in the 12th Legislative Assembly, Laws 0/
the Territory 0/ Arizona (Prescott. 1883) See Note 40.
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after I went into the business of starting newspapers, the
last being the "Observer" 10 at St. Johns~ Arizona. N. B.
All were Jim-Crow papers, and edited by a frontiersman or
a "come cuai quiere." 11
. Having had quite a bit of military experience, I conceived the notion of making soldiers out [of] National
Guard material; to this end I organized a company, and for
three years did my best to work tliem into soldiers. It was
useless. I resigned my commission. The National Guard,
as a military unit, is a farce pure and simple. Nine-tenths
of the men consider it a social institution and nothing more.
Subsequently, Myron H. McCord was appointed Governor. I
was appointed Lieut.-Colonel of Cavalry upon his staff; 12
this too seemed to me most rediculous and I never furnished
myself with a uniform.
One's genealogy which runs backward for many generations without a break or bar-sinister is a matter of pardonable pride; yet there are many persons who turn up their
snouts-for· the same reason as the mule-and cynically
insinuate "egotism." As a general proposition, this class of
persons dare not attempt to trace their pedigrees-having
none to trace-for fear that too soon they would bump up
against a "natural," which would be rather . humiliating to
their present "pride of place."
My father's nam~ was John Fulton Banta,12a born in
)

10: There is no question about Banta having been a newspaperman. and at an
earlier date. As listed in Estelle Lutrell, Newspapers and Periodicals of Arizona, 18591911 (University of Arizona, General Bulletin 15. Tucson, 1950)., he helped in issuing
the Miner at Fort Whipple in 1864; connected with the Tucson Citizen 1871 and in
·187.4; Yuma Sentinel, 1872-1873; established the Arizona Pioneer at St. Johns, 1882;
edited the Holbrook Argus, 1895-96; likewise the Pick and DriU, 189·7-99; the DouglruJ
Dispatch, March to September, 1902; and the St. Johns Observer, 1910-1911. There ·is
further evidence in later footnotes.
11. Should probably read. come cual quiere. meaning "one eats 8S he· wishes:'
Banta may be trying to say that a newspaper man goes to work when it is essential
to earn a living.
'
The two capital letters N. B. are probably for the Latin words nota bene, which
mean, note well.
.
12. Banta is listed as Lieutenant-Colonel, aide-de-camp. National Guard of Arizona. in Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secretary Of the Interior. p. 89
(Washington, 1897)
12a. Banta's dates for his grandfathers do not correspond with those provided by
the genealogist of the family, as follows: Epke Jacobse Banta came from Holland in
1659; his third son. the first of the Henrys. was born in Holland in 1655; the second
Henry, January 13, 1696; third Henry, 1717 (moved to Kentucky) ; fourth Henry, no
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Bourbon county, Kentucky, October 12, 1818. My mother's
name was Phydelia Ann Fuque [Fugary], originally Fuque
in French, and was born in Indiana, January 13, 1828.
Grandfather Banta, Henry IV, [VI] was born in Shelby
County, Kentucky, November 20, 1786. He married Jennie
Fulton, eldest sister of General Sam Fulton; my grand:father's eldest sister-Marguret Banta-was married to
General Sam Fulton. My seventh grandfather, Henry I,
was born in Herlengen, Holland, 1653. My sixth grandfather, Henry II, was born in New Jersey in 1675; my fifth,
Henry III, was born in New Jersey, January 23, 1696;
grandfather Henry IV, born in New Jersey, 1718; Henry V,
also born in New Jersey in 1740; the sixth Henry was born
in New Jersey in 1763; [?] came to Kentucky in his teens.
My grandfather, Henry VII, was born in Shelby county,
Kentuc~y, November 20, 1786, and his eldest son, Henry
VIII, was born in Kentucky, August 15, 1809; he was the
last of the Henrys, and was the 8th generation of Bantas
in America.
Collins' History of Kentucky,!3 speaking of the Bantas,
says: Henry Banta, Sr., Henry Banta" Jr., Abraham Banta
date; fifth Henry, January 23, 1762; sixth Henry, no date, served in War of 1812,
moved to Indiana from Kentucky. married Jennie Fulton; his second Bon, John Fulton,
married Fidelia Ann Fugary in 1842, moved to Wisconsin; their first son was Albert
Franklin, born, December 12, 1843. Mrs. Mary B. Spell to Reeve, New York City.
January 30, 195,1. Mrs. Spell is "a member of the N. Y. Genealogical & Biographical
Society, Long Island Historical, Westchester County Historical, etc. They will vouch
for the authenticity of any information I may give you." Spell to Reeve, November 15,
1950 (46 Commerce St., New York 14, N. Y.)
13. The following are the only references that I could find in the work cited by
Banta: " • . . White Oak stations • . . was situated about a mile above Boonsborough, in the same bottom of the river, and was settled in 1779. The settlers were
composed principally of families from Pennsy]vania-orderly, respectable people, and
the men good soldiers. But they were unaccustomed to Indian warfare, and. the con·
sequence was, that, of some ten or twelve men, all were killed but two or three,"
Lewis Collins, Hi8torical Sketches 0/ Kentucky . . . PP. 42lf (Published by Lewis
Collins, Maysville, Ky., and J. A. & U. P.- James, Cincinnati, 1847) Some of the mel).
mentioned by Banta were also named in the above sketch.
"The First Dutch Emigration to Kentucky, in a group or company, Was in 1781,
to White Oak Spring Station, on the' Kentucky river, 1 mile above BoonesboroughHenry Banta, Sen., Henry Banta, Jr., Abraham and John Banta; Samuel, Peter, Daniel, Henry, and Albert Duryee; Peter Cosart or Cozad, Fred. Ripperdan, and John
Fleuty." Lewis Collins, History o/Kentucky, 2 :523 (Covington, Ky.: Published by
Collins & Co., 1874: 2 vols. Revised, enlarged four-fold, and brought down to the year
1874, by his son, Richard H. Collins)
The quotation immediately above is to be found also in the reprint of 1882, p.
523. In addition, the following can be read: "Early Station8.-In the fall of 1779 and
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and John Banta, located near Boonsborough at which place
Captain Dan Boon had settled with his family in about 1775.
While this section of Kentucky was all forest and inhabited
by Indians, the Low Dutch colony came and located upon
land now in and around where Pleasureville -is now situated.
The land was then owned by Sq [u] ire Boon, brother of Dan
Boon. The colony purchased 15,000 or 29,000 acres from
Sq[u]ire Boon, and some of the descendents of this colony
now reside on portions of this same land. The Bantas,
Bergins and Shucks still own the lands of their ancestors,
together with many old relics and documents which they
value very highly. These documents show that those Dutch
pioneers in the wilds of Kentucky purchased thirty lots of
land varying in size from two hundred acres upward, which
was paid for in pounds, shillings and pence. This is followed by a list giving the number of lots or parcels of land,
the sum paid, and the names of the several purchasers. Of
the thirty names given, one-third of the number were
Bantas. However, the hostilities of the Indians forced them
to leave, but they returned agairi.
The History says: "About ten years before the final
settlement was effected, Captain Daniel Banta, Cornelius
Banta and John Banta, Sr. followed the "trace" leding
from Harrod's Station in Mercer county, to Hoagland's Station in what was afterwards Shelby county. At this point
they plunged into the wilderness and built a cabin. This
was, beyond doubt, the first cabin built in the limits of the
Dutch Tract. The Bantas, while on their hunting expeditions, saw much of the tract of land afterwards purchased
by the Dutch Colony; this was in 177.4. However, the Indians became so hostile they were forced to retire to Hoagland's Station. This Fort had few defenders and was short
spring of 1780, seven different stations were formed on Beargrass creek. These were
Falls of the Ohio, Linn's, Sullivan's Old, Hogland's, Floyd's, Spring and Middle;
and in Jefferson county, in the course of the next four years-Sullivan's, Sullivan's
New, Daniel Sullivan's, Fort Steuben, Floyd's 2nd, New Holland, Poplar Level. .• ."
p.859.
For a more extensive genealogy of the Banta family. consult Mrs. Mary B. Spell
(Mrs. John Spell), 46 Commerce St., New York 14, N. Y. Mrs. Spell is a member and
has a genealogical history of the Banta family. A brief biographical sketch appears in
Farish, History, 2 :240-41. Farish records Banta's birth for 1846, but the correct date
is 1843. December 18.
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of supplies, and daily threatened by the Indians. Finally it
became a question of masacre unless help could be obtained
from Harrod's Station. Captain Jake Banta, an officer of
the Fort (a brother of the other Bantas) volunteered to
perform the dangerous mission. He started in the niglit
but never reached the Fort for he was tomahowked by the
Indians; this done, they took his own tomahawk and burried
.it in his skull, and this ended the career of the brave Captain Jacob Banta. The loss of this brave and resourceful
man was deeply felt by the frontier settlements. The Banta
Family were both dreaded and hated by the Indians. Being
men of wonderful strength and constitutions and brave to
a fault, they had taught the savages many lessons in their
own mode of warfare." The foregoing account cle~rly
proves that the Banta family have had much to do with the
"noble red" during the past one hundred and forty-six
years, ending with the writer who represents the 9th generation of Bantas in the New World.
William Arthur, in his work Origin of Names, says: "The
name Banta is very ancient." Kemble; in his work, The Saxons in England, 14 page 149, has the following: "A very remarkable document of Eadberht, [King of Kent], is preserved in the Textus Roffensis; after the king's own signature, in which he calls himself Rex Cantuariorum, his'nobles
place their names, thus: 'Ego Wilbaldus comites meos confirmari et susscribere feci,' and in the same words Dimheahac, H6sberht, Nothbalth, Banta, Ruta and Tidbalth sign.
Now the fact of these persons having comites at all is only
conceivable on the supposition that they were all royal kings
or sub-kings." The above document is given in full in A
Hand-book to the Land Charters and other Saxon Documents,
by John Earle in which he says: "After the signatures of the
grantor, several other signatures follow who use the same
royal style, in that they make their comites to confirm and
subscribe."
Mr. Kemble has dwelt on this deed as conclusive evidence
14. The quotation is essentially correct. John Mitchell Kemble, The Saxons in
England, 1:149 (London. 1849)
I made some minor corrections in the quotation. I have not checked the Arthur
or Earle publications.
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of the plurality of Kings in Kent at this date, April, A. D.
738. The Bantas were natives of Friesland, Holland, and
in the fifth century the Frieslanders joined with the Saxon
and Angles in an invasion of Britain, but the battle of Hastings in A. D., 1066, established 'a new regime in England
under the Normans, and the once conquerors of that Island
were in turn conquered and forced to return to their own or
former domain, sic transit gloria mundi. 15
At the breaking out of the [Civil] war, I was seventeen,
and a member of the Missouri militia. There were two
companies in our town and these were ordered to rendezvous
at Jefferson City. Our two companies left in April, 1861,
going down in a small steam ferry-boat. I had a little old
single-barreled pocket pistol, and being an unsophisticated
country boy, I imagined myself armed like a pirate. A big
burlly bully of the other company kept up a perpetual nagging of me until I became exasperated. I tried to avoid the
skunk; told him to let me alone, but to no purpose. Finally
I shoved my pistol between his eyes and pulled the trigger;
the pesky thing snapped. Like all bullies he was a white
livered cur, and fell back white as a sheet. In my time I
have met several of his kind, and never saw one, when he
bumped up against a real man, but what was a rank coward.
He bothered me no more after that little incident.
About 5,000 troops were gathered at Jefferson City; in
the meantime General Nat Lyons had taken Camp Jackson
near the St. Louis Ars[e]nal, and sent a peremtory order to
Governor Claiborne F. Jackson to at once disband his State
forces. The Governor was for making a fight, but General
Price advised compliance with the order; the troops· were
ordered home, and there to await "further orders." 16
Having had a taste of a new life, other than the woods, I
took a step that caused me much trouble thereafter; one day
a steammer came along,....-two steammers-they stopped for
15. So passes away the glory of the world.
16. Captain Nathaniel Lyon in command of .the United States Arsenal in St.
Louis forced the surrender of the southern forces located nearby at Camp Jackson
on May 10, 1861.· The demand for surrender was presented to Brig. Gen. D. M.
Frost in command of the Camp. The detailed story is in John McElroy, The Struggle
for Missouri (Washington, D. C., 1913)
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wood and I went aboard. There were several companies of
the Three Months Volunteers on these boats and were enroute for Lexington, farther up the river. The men persuaded
me to join ~hem and I did; was afterwards mustered out at
the arsnal at St. Louis. Returning to the ·Missouri river
bottoms I was surprised at the change that had taken place;
changed so materially that I was obliged to sleep out in the
bush for my health's sake.
Along in the fall a steamboat stopt at a woodyard to
take on wood, and I slipped aboard and went up to Leavenworth, Kansas. Here I hired to whack bulls across the
plains; this was in 1862. Made the trip out and back; then
went to Lawrence, Kansas, where· I worked on the Kansas
State Tribune, owned and edited by John Spear. The following spring of 1863, I went down to Kansas City, Missouri,
where I. was immediately arrested for a Quantrell spy. 17 At
time of arrest by fifteen or twenty soldiers, one of them
cocked his gun and placing the muzzle against my· head, .
said: "I'll blow your d-m brains out." I shore was up
against it, good and plenty, but there was no use in weakening so I replied: "You are a lot of brave men when you
have one disarmed; yes, d-ed brave." Needless to say, he
did not shoot, otherwise I would not be writing these memoirs. That night I occupied a bare room with two sentries
on guard, one inside and one outside of the room. I heard
the Lieutenant give orders that if I moved in the night to
shoot me down, and this would have been done beyond doubt..
Under these circumstances-not a bit ·hilarious to me-I.
dare not go to sleep lest I should move in my sleep; I lay
down in a corner of the roomand kept my weather eye on
that sentinel the whole night. The following morning I was
taken before Colonel Thompson, and proved. by a young
lawyer from Lawrence who happened to be in the city,
and I accidentally saw in a stationary store as I passed on
my way under guard to Thompson's office. He testified that
"I saw this young fellow in Lawrence when I left there two
17. A detailed account of William Clark Quantrill, his life as a border ruffian
before and during the Civil War, is set forth in William Elsey Connelley, Quantrill and
the Border Wars (The Torch Press. Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1910)
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or three days ago." Of course I was ordered released, but
the Colonel seemed put out because, I supposed, that I was
not a spy; and as the country was under martial law, I asked
for a pass, but it was refused me and I was ordered to "get
out."
Being thoroughly disgusted, I determined to leave the
country and go to Old Mexico. I hit the road for Westport,
a small town a few miles south of Kansas City. I had heard
of some Mexican trains that were encamped near Westport.
However, before reaching that town, some soldiers arrested
me again and took me into Westport. Again I was a Quantrell spy; all seemed to be obsessed with the Quantrell bogy.
Here I was surrounded by about an hundred soldiers, and
regardless of my protests that I had been released by Colonel
Thompson only a few hours ago, it cut no ice with that bunch.
All crowded about to get sight of the "spy." Looking over
the crowd I saw a big fellow in civilian dress pushing his
way thru the soldiers. . He was an entire stranger to me;
had never saw him in my life before, but the situation was
desperate, something had to be done and that quickly too.
That "something" which had done me a good turn on several
occasions, put it into my head to address him as Smith. This
I did and singularly to relate, Smith was his name. He
seemed surprised, but pushed his way in saying to the soldiers·, "I want to speak to this fellaw, and I will be responsible for him." The big fellow took me across the street and
into a saloon-none of the soldiers followed. After entering
the saloon he said, "Look here young fellow, you don't know
me; how came you to call my name?" To this question I replied: "No, I never saw you before today, but you saw the
fix I was in; I had to do something." After telling him of my
previous arrest and release, that I had come down from Law·rence, he said, "Look here young fellow, I know lots of people
in Lawrence, particularly the 'Red Leg' 18 and I am a member
18. "Jayhawkers, Red Legs, and Bushwhackers are everyday terms in Kansas
and Western Missouri. A Jayhawker is a Unionist who professes to rob, burn out
and murder only rebels in arms against the government. A Red Leg is a Jayhawker
originally distinguished by the uniform of red leggings. A Red Leg. however, is regarded as more purely an indiscriminate thief and murderer than the Jawhawker or
Bushwhacker. A Bushwhacker isa rebel Jayhawker, or a rebel who bands with
others for the purpose of preying upon the lives and property of Union citizens. They
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of that band. Now I shall ask you a few questions and if
you fail to answer them, well, you know the consequences."
He then asked me to name any of the Red Legs that were
in Lawrence when I .left there. I said, Jeff Davis, Hull,
Beauregard, Captain Hoyt and .others were there when I
left. "Correct, come out." He then told the soldiers to let me
alone. He was their guide and scout and seemed to have
much authority over them. This was a great relief, and
my "something" had again saved my life.
I immediately joined a Mexican train for New Mexico.
Mark Twain, in his Innocence Abroad says that on reaching
Italy his vocabulary of Italian consisted of four words,
"quantas costa tuppo caro." 19 My Spanish, the second day
in camp; fell but one short of Twain's. It consisted of three
words, si, no and carrajo.20 Shortly after this I had my
first tast[e] of chili con carne. One evening at supper we
had.what I supposed was stewed tomatos. I had never saw
chili up to this time, and when one of the Mexicans made
signs to help me to the supposed tomatos, I held out my plate
and he filled it. Of course I took a large spoonful at once.
are all lawless and indiscriminate in their iniquities. Their occupation. unless crushed
out speedily, will end in a sysj;em of highway robbery exceeding anything which' has
existed in any country. It excites the mind. destroys the moral sensibilities, creates
a thirst for wild life and adventure which will, on the restoration of peace, find gratification in nothing but highway robbery.
"Every thief who wanted to steal from 'the Missouri people counterfeited the uniform of the Red Legs and went forth to pillage. This gave the organization a bad
name, and much of the plundering done along the border was attributed to them, when,
in fact, they did little in that line themselves. There were some bad characters among
them-very bad. But they were. generally, honest and patriotic men. They finally
hunted down the men who .falsely 'represented themselves to be Red Legs, and they
killed every man they found wearing the uniform without authority." C. M. Chase to
True Republican and Sentinel, Leavenworth, August 10, 1863, quoted in Connelly,
QuantriU and the Border Wars, p. 412.
In the membership of the Redlegs were:
"George H. Hoyt, captain, the lawyer who defended John Brown at Charlestown,
Virginia."
"'Jeff Davis,' Captain Bloomington Swain, from New York State. Was mustered
as captain of Company K. Fifteenth Kansas. October 10, 1863. 'Jeff Davis' was a
nickname, but how he acquired it is not now known."
"'Beauregard' Jack Bridges. Little known of him. Is said to have been part
Indian and to have been raised near the Shawnee Mission, in Johnson county, Kansas."
Ibid., P. 414.
19 Quantas costa tuppo carD. I do not find this statement in Mark Twain, The
Innocents Abroad.
20. Yes, no. and damn. Carra.jo can have a more vulgar meaning: it depends
upon the time and place when used.
Chile con Carne is chilli (a red pepper) with meat.
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Good Lord! I gagged, spluttered, choked and the water ran
out of my eyes at a great rate. When I recovered my breath
I wanted. to know what the devil it was I had swallowed.
Colonel J. Francisco Perea,21 the owner of the outfit, was
educated in English; but supposing I knew what the infernal
stuff was, had said nothing at the time, but now told me it
was chili con carne. I replied, "You may call it that, but I
call it liquid fire." Since then, however, I have learned to
eat it in every shape, and the stronger the better.
After. a long and tedeous trip, passing thru many Indian
tribes in the night, we finally reached Bernalillo, the home
town of the Pereas on the Rio Grande. Here I rested up at
the Colonel's house a few days. With a letter of introduction
from the Colonel to a friend of his at Albuquerque, named
Don Tomas Guiteres, 22 I hit the road one Sunday morning
for Albuquerque. At this time, June 20, 1863, Albuquerque
had but one street which was the old stage'road from Santa
Fe to Franklin, Texas. The Territory of New Mexico was
under martial law, and all strangers were obliged to report
to the Provost. Martial [marshal], otherwise they went to
the military guardhouse. Of the military 23 stationed at Albuquerque at this time was battery A, 3d Artillery; twc
companies of the 5th Infantry. Lieutenant Johnson was Provost Martial [marshal]. H. S. Johnson-blue Johnsonwho had a Mexican wife, John Hill, the U. S. Deputy Marshal; "Jew" Smith, Doc. Strahn [W. F. Strachan?], Arron
and Bill Zeckendorf, Charles and Louis 'Hunning; Melchior
Werner was the Postmaster. This list comprised about all the
21. Colonel Jose Francisco Perea was a member of a pro~inent New Mexican
family. He favored the Union cause during the War, engaged in military expeditions
against Indians, served as Territorial Delegate to Congress, and held public office in
New Mexico, He was educated in St. Louis, Missouri. For further details, see Ralph
Emerson Twitchell, The Leading Facts of New Mexican Hi$/;OTY, p. 399 note (The
Torch Press, Cedar.Rapids, Iowa, 1912).·
22. Thomas C. Gutierrez is listed as a Probate Judge, Bernalillo county, 1883-4, in
HistOTY of New Mexico, 2 :528 (Pacific States Publishing Co" 1907)
23. Several companies of the 5th Infantry were under command of Colonel E.
R. S. Canby in operations against the Confederate troops invading New Mexico in
1862, but I find no mention of any artillery units at Albuquerque in Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army, 2 :408 (2 volumes,
. Washington', D. C., 1903) ; there were· some artillery units under Canby's command at
the battle of Val Verd'e.
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whites in Albuquerque 24 when I reached there Sunday morning, June 20, 1863. H. S. Johnson had a little paper called
the Rio Abajo Press, and I began work on this paper the following Monday morning at 50c per thousand. 25 I worked
the paper off on a iittle "army press" for a time and until
Johnson sent to Philadelphia for a small Washington hand
press. This press I put up and was the second printing press
26 ever put up in New Mexico-the Santa Fe Gazette being
the first press in that territory. Of course I still had Old
Mexico in my head, but Colonel Perea h?-d advised me not
to go down there yet for a while, not until my Spanish had
gone beyond carrajo, etc. etc., this is why I had stopt at Albuquerque. After I had put up the little Washington press,
I think almost every woman and child in town came to the
office to see the curly haired boy work that wonderful machine.
The return of the Pishon party, 27 reporting the gold finds
of the Walker party, got everybody by the heels, and all
wanted to rush to the gold fields. General JamesH. Carleton,
commanding the district of New Mexico and Arizona, ordered a large expedition out to Arizona to take possession
of the country and to establish a military post 28 in the neighborhood of the Joe Walker party. This military expedition
comprised sixty bull teams, six mule teams and three ambu24. These early settlers of Albuquerque and a few others are discussed in History
of New Mexico, 2 :528f (Pacific States Publishing Co., 1907)
25. See Note 115.
26. 'Dhe first printing press in New Mexico was set up in 1834 at Santa Fe by
Ram6n Abreu. Antonio Barreiro published for a few months a p':~er entitled E!
Crepusca!o de !a, Libertad. Douglas C. McMurtrie, "The History of Early Printing
in New Mexico," NEW MEXICO H,STORICAL REVIEW, 4:372-412 (October, 1(29)
Hezekiah S. Johnson was the editor of the Rio A ba;o Weekly Press.. It was first
published January 20, 1863. The name was changed to The New Mexico Press, July 19,
1864. A file of the paper up to October 4, 1864, is housed in the library of the Historical Society of New ·Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M.
Banta states that he learned to set type a little in Missouri before going west.
Banta, Manuscripts (State Department of Library and Archives, Phoenix, Arizona)
27. See Note 2 concerning the gold strike.
Nathaniel J. Pishon was Captain of Co. D, 1st Regiment Cavalry, California Vol':mteers. Enlisting February 24, 1862, he was mustered out at Fort Whipple with his
company on November 23, 1864. Brig.-Gen. Richard H. Orton, Records of California
Men in the War of the RebeUion, 1861 to 1867, p. 117 (Sacramento, 1890)
The Pishon party left Albuquerque on July 16, 1863, arrived on Grap.ite Creek
(where Fort Whipple was located), August 16, and returned to Fort Marcy, SantaFe, in September. Fish, Manuscript, 2 :340.
28. See Note 2.
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lances. The wagons were loaded at Fort Union 29 with commissary and quartermaster supplies. This outfit pulled out
of Union October 5, 1863, with orders to rendezvous at old
Fort Wingate. The real start was made from Fort Wingate 30
and the expedition as a whole was two companies of California Volunteers-F and C, 1st Reg., also Captain Pishon
and a part of his company. The officers 31 were Major Willis,
29. Fort Union was established July 26, 1851. James McKinley to Sam G. Bratton,
War Department, The Adjutant General's Office, September 12, 1929. It long served
as the headquarters and depot of the military district of New Mexico. The Official
Correspondence of James C. Calhoun, ed., Annie H. Abel, pp. 382, 417 (Washington,
D. C., 1915) Secretary of War, Report (1852) 32 cong., 2 sess., sen. ex. doc. I, pt. 2,
P. 73 [659]
There were two forts constructed, the first of logs, the second of adobe which was
located a short distance away from the first site in latitude 35 0 54', longitude 105 0 9',
in Mora county, New Mexico, some nine miles from the station of Watrous on the
Atchison. Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. The post reservation was 51.5 square miles;
timber reservation, 53 sq. miles. It was built to accommodate 30 officers and 349 men
with additional accommodations at the arsenal for 3 officers and 1 troop of cavalry.
Secretary of War, Report (1893), 53 cong., 2 sess., vol. I, p. 385 (Washington, 1893)
"We had not been particularly, comfortable at Fort Union, but we were sorry to
leave. We liked the old log quarters, up tOwards the hills, much better than the new
adobe houses, planted right down on the plain, which was swept by the winds all
summer long." Lydia Spencer Lane, I Married a Soldier or Old Days in the Old Army,
p. 165 (Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1893)
See Thomas J. McLaughlin, HiBtory of Fort Union, New Mexico (Master of Arts
Thesis. University of New Mexico, 1952. Ms.)
30. Old Fort Wingate was located on the Rio Gallo in 1862 as a base of operations against the Navaho Indians, the site being selected by Colonel Canby. J. H.
Carlton to A. G., Sept. 30, 1862, New Mexico Historical Review, 8 :37 (January.
1933). The post was named in honor of Captain Benjamin Wingate, 5th Infantry,
U. S. A., who died of wounds received in the battle of Val Verde, New Mexico. X to
Editor, Fort Wingate, June I, 1863, Rio Abajo Weekly PreBB. June 23, 1863.
31~ Major E. B. Willis was in command of the military expedition despatched
by General Carleton to establish 'Fort Whipple. Farish, History, 2 :250. He enlisted as
1st Lieut., Co. A, 1st Inf. Reg., California Volunteers, at Orville, Californ.~aJ on
August 15, 1861. He attained the rank of Major, May 5, 1863, 'and was mustered out
of service with his regiment at Santa Fe, New Mexico, September 5, 1864. Orton,
Records, pp. 335-336.
'
Henry M. Benson enlisted at San Francisco, California, August 16, 1861, with
the rank of 1st Lieut., Co. I, 1st Inf. Reg., California Volunteers. He' was promoted
to Captain of Co. F, July 16, 1863, and was mustered out of service at Los Pinos,
New Mexico, August 31, 1864. Ibid., p. 359.
Joseph P. Hargrave enlisted at San Francisco, California, August 16, 1861, with
the rank of 1st Lieut., Co. F, 1st Inf. Reg., California Volunteers. He was promoted
to Captain, Co. C, June 23, 1862, and was mustered out of service at Los Pinos, New
Mexico, August 31, 1864. Ibid., 346.
William Nelson enlisted at Oroville, California, August 15, 1861, with the rank
of Sergeant, Co. A, 1st Inf. Reg., California Volunteers. He reenlisted at Fort Union,
New Mexico, October 21, 1863, and was promptly promoted to the rank of 2nd Lieut.,
Co. F. He was mustered out of service at Santa Fe, October 16, 1864. Ibid., pp. 336,
359.
Edgar Pomeroy enlisted at San Francisco, California, August 28, 1861, as Sergeant, Co. D, 1st Inf. Reg., California Volunteers. He was advanced to 1st Lieut.,
Co. C, July 7, 1863. Ibid., pp. 346, 350.
Banta is quoted at length on this expedition in Farish, History, 3:' 31fl'.
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Captains Benson and Hargrave, Lieutenants Nelson and
Pomeroy; Dr. Lieb and wife. I had joined this expedition at
Albuquerque in humble capacity of bullwacker.
We reached Chino valley and established Fort Whipple
there on the 21st of December, 1863. Here I was employed
to herd the cattle belonging to the Q. M. department. Had
some words with Nelson and was discharged. However,
Nelson shortly after left the post for Tucson on private business and Sergeant Baker put me on herd again. The Lieu,..
tenant having returned from Tucson and finding me again
employed, must find some excuse to fire me again. My chum
was a young fellow on sheep herd. Sergeant Lockwood ordered the guard to kill one of the sheep that had a broken
leg. The soldiers gave my pard a piece of the meat. The
next day the Provost Sergeant arrested both of us and we
were put into the guardhouse. We remained under guard, doing fatigue work, for five days with no charges preferred
against us. On the fifth day, Captain Joe Hargrave came on as
officer of the day, and I spoke to the Captain and asked why
we were under arrest. He examined the guard book and seeing no charges said, "I will look into this matter." Shortly
after the Provost Sergeant took us before Lieutenant Taylor 32 the Provost Marshal. After telling us we were arrested
for "killing and appropriating government property to our
own use" we were ordered out of the Post and to go at once.
The soldiers told us not to go, and said "We will see that Taylor, the 'scrub' does not molest you." We did not go, but soon
after Gover!10r John N. Goodwin 33 and party arrived at the
32. There are several Taylors listed in military records, but I judge this man
to be one of the following: Captain McCleave Griffith Taylor, Lieutenant in the California volunteers during the Civil War and resident of Prescott, Arizona, in 1884.
History of Arizona Territory, p. 262 (Wallace W. Elliott & Co., San Fancisco, California, 1884) ; Hereafter cited as Elliott, History. Edward G. Taylor enlisted August
16, 1861, and served as 2nd Lieut., Co. F, 1st Inf. Reg., California, Volunteers. He
was promoted to 1st Lieut., June 23, 1862. Orton, Records, p. 369.
33. John Goodwin was appointed governor of the Territory of Arizona August
21, 1863, and took the oath of office on December 29, serving until April 10, 1866,
thus overlapping his term of office as Territorial Delegate when elected to that post
in September, 1864. Rufus Kay Wyllys, Arizona.: The History of a Frontier State,
pp. 166f, 179 (Hobson & Herr, Phoenix, Arizona, 1960). This publication is the most
recent and best single volume history of Arizona. See also Kelly, Arizona., p. 17, and
Fish, Manuscript, 2 :36lf. The activities of Goodwin are recorded in Farish, Arizona.,
vols. 2, 3, 4 passim.

I

100

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

post and established the temporary capital of the Territory
at Whipple. Secretary R. C. McCormick 34 had brought out
a small printing outfit and started the Arizona Miner, 35 a
monthly publication. T. E. Hand came out to run the thing.
I help [ed] get out the first two issues of the paper.
Sometime in April Governor Goodwin selected the townsite, which was surveyed by Colonel Bob Groom 36 and Van C.
Smith, .and afterwards named Prescott. Previous to this
the placer miners on Granite Creek became "public spirited i"
took a day off, held a meeting, and dubbed their camp "Goodwin" in honor of the Governor. The "Goodwinites" endeavored to persuade the Governor to locate the capital in their
"city," but he decided in favor of .the site where Prescott now
stands. After the survey, the Governor's outfit moved up
to the new townsite. Fort Whipple was moved up,and the
old camp at Chino valley was renamed Camp Clark 37 in
honor of the Surveyor-General of New Mexico. Before the
selection of the townsite, the miners camped on some high
ground north of Sam Miller's 38 ranch, and of course there
34. Richard C. McCormick came to Arizona with Governor Goodwin as Secretary of State. He succeeded to the governorship in 1866, serving meanwhile after
Goodwin had heen elected Territorial Delegate and until April 7, 1869. Wyllys,
Arizona, p. 167 passim.. He is credited with proposing the name of (William
Hickling) Prescott for the first capital of Arizona, and designing the Territorial
seal. Ibid., P. 169.
The Hon. E. W. Wells, in a speech before the Prescott Library Association, February 27, 1877, sketched the early history of the first capital of Arizona. He mentions
some of the same persons who are named in Banta's sketch. Farish, Arizona, 3 :190-199.
35. This press and newspaper became a storm center of Arizona politics. James
M. Barney, Manuscripts, 1:9 (This typewritten ms. in 3 vols. is housed in the· Department of Library and Archives, Phoenix, Arizona). Farish, History, 3 :46. The
publisher's correct name is Tisdale A. Hand, Arizona Miner, March 9, 1864.
·36. Robert W. Groom was elected Recorder for the Walker mining party when
they laid out their district in the Prescott region. Van C. Smith wa,; .the first Sheriff
of Yavapai county. Farish, Arizona, 2 :310; vol. 3 passim.
37. John A. Clark, Surveyor-General of New Mexico, made an extensive reconnaissance across Arizona in 1863. That is, he accompanied the Pishon party to ~he
scene of the gold strike near Prescott; he also located a mining claim. Journal of
the Pioneer and Walker Districts. Annual Report, Santa Fe, September 30, 1863.
38 cong., 1 sess., hse. ex. doc. I, p. 90 [1182].
38. Sam C. Miller arrived in the Prescott region as a member of the Walker
mining party in 1863. He acquired a ranch a mile north of the capital and served as
a member of the House from Yavapai county in the 9th Legislative Assembly. Elliott,
History, p. 302. D. E. Conner, The Walker Expedition in Arizona. (This account
was written by a member of the Walker party and printed about 1913). Fish,
Manuscript, 2 ·:434. He is listed as S. G. Miller in Kelly, Arizona, but as S. C. Miller
in Territory of Arizona, Ninth Legislative Assembly (Tucson, 1877) .. Journal of the

Pioneer and Walker Districts.
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was no ranch there at that time. In this camp was Charley
Mason, Sugar-foot Jack, myself and many more.
Sugar-foot was an English convict from Van Diemen's
Land. He had escaped and made his way to California where
he enlisted in the California Volunteers, but was discharged
for thievery. Jack came out as a bullwacker. The rascal
was as brave as a lion even if he was a notorious thief. On
one occasion George Goodhue from Lexington, Mo., and
three other fellows from Colorado, were over towards Granite mountain on a prospecting trip, and on their return to
Prescott were attacked by Apaches, and at the first fire
Goodhue fell dead, the three Colorado fellows fled. Jack
made a .fight alone and with his two six-shooters he whipped
the fight. Our brave (?) boys from Colorado reached Prescott and reported they had a hard fight with the redskins
and that Goodhue and Sugar-foot were killed. In five minutes a party was on their way to the scene of the fight; there
they found Jack smoking his pipe by the. dead body of
George.
Loren Jenks had the first hay contract for Whipple after
its removal up to its present site. "Poker" Johnson took a
sub-contract and established a hay-camp below the "rocks."
At this camp I was employed by "Poker" (after I herded
stock for R. E. Farrington 39 ail winter at $7.50 per month)
to scout about the camp and' look out for Apaches, $75.00
per month. The hay was cut with hoes and at tha~sort of
work the men could not keep an eye for reds. The late John
H. Behan-my partner and chum-was here cutting hay,
also a Mr. Giles, and others besides a number of Mexicans.
This was in July, 1864, and while in this camp the first election was held and Giles was elected to the 1st Legislative
Assembly. No one in the camp voting, I of course did not
vote as I was not of legal age, but cast my first vote in 1866.
One Sunday a hay-cutter named Henson was out not far
from camp, perhaps a quarter of a mile, where he was
jumped by Apaches and he killed one with his pistol. The
39. Rufus E. Farrington, a rancher near Prescott, arrived at the scene of the
Walker gold strike either late in 1863 or early in 1864. Fish, Manuscript. 2 :341. He
was there at least as early as January 9. 1864. Journal of the Pioneer and Walker
Mining Districts, p. 124.
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shot was heard in camp and when he came in the boys asked
what he had shot at. He said, "I shot an Apache; he fell
and I think 1. killed him." A few days afterwards I was
over the same ground and seeing some buzzards flying
around there, I made an examination and found the dead
Indian.
Speaking of Apaches, when I was herding for Farrington, sometimes I carried an old Dragoon holster pistol,
loaded at the muzzle with powder and ball. This I carried in
my hand, muzzle down. One day I got sight of three Apaches
making off with three b'u~ros; I started for them and they
turned up a can[y]on [canon]. To head 'em off, I cut
across the small mountain. When I reached the top the
Apaches had left the burros in the canon, arid were hiking
for Granite mountain. The funny part about this thing was,
a day or two afterwards I was in the "rocks" and met a
mountain lion. The brute was not more than twenty feet
away with its head towards me, waving his tail back and
forth. To make a sure shot I knelt down to rest on my knee.
I pulled the trigger and the pesky thing snapped. I examined the Pistol and found no load in it. I had been hunting Indians and lions with an empty gun. Many times I lit
my pipe at Indian fires while herding the stock. Back of our
camp was a small volcanic buteo At night the Apaches would
go there and look down upon our camp. I saw their track
here on several occasions and made up my mind that I would
do some night work too. One night, without saying a word
to anyone of my intention, I took my rifle-an old muzzle
loading squirl gun-and went up the top of this buteo In
due time the Apaches came. There was no moon and I had
to shoot at random, and those reds were badly frightened if
no more.
After the hay was "dug," Charley Beach had the contract to haul it to Whipple. The bullwhackers were Berry
Dodson, Dave and Sam Smilley, Charly Washburn, John H.
Behan, Dan White and "C. A. Franklin." 40 In the summer
40. Banta went by the name of Charles A. Franklin for a number of years. After
serving in the 12th' Legislative Assembly. he took steps to have his name changed to
Albert Franklin Banta. Phoenix Herald, January 16, and February 18, 1884, citfng
. the St. Johns Qrian Era. Arizona Gazette, January 17, 1884. 'l1,his episode in his life
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of '64, Jim Fine and Ely Puteney located and built a little
rock cabin above the "rocks." After we had finished hauling the hay; Beach had the teams taken to the Fine-Punteney
. cabin. A corral of cottonwood poles was built about the
cabin. The bars of the corral were stuck thru holes in the
cabin near the corner next to the door, and at night a logchain was wound around these bars close up to the cabin.
Sleeping in the cabin that night were Beach, Fine, Punteney,
Henson, Behan and the writer.. The cabin was about 8 x 10,
with no window and only a blanket for a door. Sometime in
the night the little dog began barking; this awakened Henson and myself. Henson got up and raising the blanket
looked out. At this moment the pup gave a sharp yelp and
all was quiet. I asked Henry what's up? and [he] said a
coyote, perhaps, but hearing nothing more he lay down and
we again went to sleep. .The next morning we found the logchain unwound, the bars down and every hoof of the cattle
gone. The little dog was lying dead with an arrow thru its
body not more than fifty feet from the door of the cabin.
Up at "Gimletville," the name derisively given to Goodwin by the Prescottites, were two restaurants. One was kept
by the "Virgin Mary" and the other one by a man named
Jackson. The "Virgin" had come up from Tucson with
"Nigger Brown," and had brought a dozen or two goats with
her. Both restaurants had drawing cards. The "Virgin's"
pull was goat's milk for coffee, and Jackson's was his sixteen year old step-daughter. As between the two "cards,"
I think goat's milk had the stronger pull.
In those early days greenbacks were at a discount. The
gold standard prevailed. Bacon was a dollar and a half per
pound in gold, or three dollars in paper money, and the same
price for coffee and sugar; flour was fifty cents in gold, or a
dollar a pound in paper. A pair of the most ordinary boots
cost $25 in gold. At this rate I bought no boots, but made
moccasins. The winter of 1864-65 found me in Prescott.
John P. Burke and a man named Hollister were running the
may have had its origin in the informal manner that he followed in severing relations
with the Missouri militia as related above. Banta wrote' that the District Court
changed his name. Banta to Hon. W. H. Hardy, St. Johns, Arizona, January 24, 1889
(State Department of Library and Archives, Phoenix)
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Prescott House on Granite street. Here I was general factotum about the place: That winter the first mail came in
from La Paz; brought in by a Mr. Grant who left the same
at the hotel. I put the few letters behind the bar and gave
them out to anyone calling for them. Hence I handled the
first mail entering Prescott. Afterwards, by common consent, it was turned over to "Parson" Reed.
. The most dangerous man in Prescott at this time was
A. G. Dunn. He had killed a man in Oregon, [was] sent to
the pen, but thru influential friends had secured his release
and came to Arizona. In town were two "Sols;" Little Sol
and Black Sol. Black Sol and Dunn had some words over
a Mexican woman,and Dunn had threatened to kill Black
Sol. Dunn never carried a pistol, but did carry a small ballard rifle at all times. The little Jew armed himself with two
big six-shooters, and being rather diminutive in stature,
the muzzles of the two pistols whacked against the calves of
his legs to the amusement of everybody. One evening the
"woman in the case" was at the cabin of McMahan who had
a Mexican wife. Mc was an assayor. Black Sol also put
in there to, and pretty soon someone in the house saw Dunn
approaching. The Jew was frightened, and crawled under
. the bed. Dunn had no idea that the Jew was there and entered the room, put his gun in a corner and sat down on a
chair leaning back against the bed. Mc, fearing trouble
should Dunn discover the presence of the Jew, came up to
the hotel after the Sheriff. Burke was under-sheriff and
with a pocket derringer returned with Mc to the cabin. He
walked close up to Dunn and fired his pistol, shooting Dunn
thru the left shoulder. Dunn jumpped to his feet and made
for his gun. Burke fled out of the door. As he ran Dunn
fired and shot the stock off the pistol in Burke's right hand,
the ball passing thru Burke's thumb. It happened Dunn
had no more cartridges, and after firing at Burke he. sat his
gun down against the wall of the cabin on the outside and
stood there with his back against the house. In the meantime Burke had gone to the hotel and reported matters to
the Sheriff, Jerome B. Calkins.
The Sheriff, accompanied by Charly Ott, went to the Mc-
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Mahn cabin, both armed with six-shooters. Dunn saw them
approaching, but made no move nor said a word. At the
proper shooting distance Calkins turned loose his gun, he
shot the second time and again the third time. Still Dunn
made no move, nor opened his mouth. The Sheriff then went
up to Dunn, supposing that he had missed the fellow all the'
time, and placed him under arrest. Coming to the hotel,
Dunn partially gave way from loss of blood; then it was 'that
the Sheriff knew he had hit Dunn. The wounded man was
brought into the hotel and laid upon the floor. Dr. John T.
Alsop did something for the man, but advised sending for
Dr. Coues at the Fort. Coues came up and plugged up Dunn
as best he cou14, but thought the man had no chance to live.
Dunn said, "Doctor, are you through?" and then called for
the drinks, saying, "I'll live to get even with those fellows."
And strange to say he did. I sat up with Dunn that night
all the time looking for him to die. Coues came up the fol-'
lowing morning and to his surprise found the man 'alive. He
said to Dunn, you have great vitality and have a chance to
recover. To this Dunn smiled and said, off [of] course I
.
will, and did recover.
Along in the Spring of '65, Major Staples, 41 a paymaster
, in the army, paid off the troops at Whipple; with an escort
of California Volunteers [he] started back to his headquarters in Santa Fe. Several parties took advantage of the
escort to return to New Mexico. Among those going back
were C. W. Beach, George Cooler, Burk[e] and myself, and,
myself and perhaps a few others.
We followed our old military trail via Gqino valley, Hell
Canon, Rattlesnake tank, Bear springs, Volunteer springs,
Antelope springs (present site of Flagstaff), Coconino tanks,
Walnut tanks, Little Colorado at the mouth of Canon Diablo
[Devil Canyon] and so on. It was on this trip while up on
the Mogollon mountains I had an experience ,with a grizzly
bear. It was sometime in the month of April, '65, this trip
was made. We had a six-mule wagon for baggage and grub;
41. This officer might have been Samuel Chester Staples, additional paymaster of
volunteers, September 15, 1862. He was appointed from Connecticut and mustered
out of service on July 20, 1866. Heitman, Historical Register,
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the escort were cavalry men and the Major road [rode] a
horse. Early one morning I started ahead of the outfit on
foot, the weather being fine and the ground dry. I had gone
perhaps a quarter of a mile or more when I heard the snort
of a bear over to my right in a little ravine. Having no shooting irons with me at the time I stopt still in the road.
Presently the huge beast came up the road, probably forty
feet in front of me. He was so close I could see his eyes
blink and his nose twitch. The country was covered with
big pines but no under-brush. The big brute first sniffed a
few times and then stood up on his hind feet. He was so
close that I was obliged to look up to see his eyes. . Not a
thing intervened between us-nothing but the smooth road.
He sniffed, turned his head from right to left and back again.
He could smell the mystery, but could not see what it was.
All animals are like the human animal; they fear a mystery.
They fear the intangible, hence the fear of ghosts, spirits,
etc., etc.; so it was with this bear. However, being a bear,
and a grizzly at that, he was not going to run away with
fear; the grizzly never runs from a fight. I stood as still
as a statue, watching his eyes and nose working, knowing
all the time he could not distinguish me from an inanimate
object, although he could smell me all the time. But like the
human he was not going to investigate the "mystery." Of
course I could not help smiling at the big brute, but took
good care not to smile out loud. After a minute or two sniffing, he got down on all fours and walked slowly away, turning his head back two or three times for a distance of perhaps .
thirty feet. He then got up on his hind feet again and did
some more sniffing. He got down and walked away again,
this time going a bit farther, but did not get up on his hind
feet again, but turned his head and look~d back, always
ready to fight if there was anything to fight. Still like the
human;. a man will fight to the death with the tangible, but
pit himself against the harmless intangible and he is at once
an arrant coward. All animals are the same and will run
away, excepting the grizzly bear; he will not run but will
walk away for a distance and then gallop off; so did my bear
at this time. (To be continued) .

